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rinthians 5:9 to 6:20; 2 Corinthians 
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A Cloud of Witnesses 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 
ECAUSE I bear the name of Him 
Who died on Calvary, 
There is a cloud of witnesses 
Who scan my life to see 
Whether or not I really am 
His whom I claim to be. 


They may not speak, and yet I know 
They watch each move I make. 

My Lord, may I so live that they 
May know without mistake 

That I am truly Thine; and this 
I ask for Jesus’ sake. 


% 


The Need for Personal Revival 


Revival is not something visionary, 
impractical, and unearthly in its effects. 
It may begin with a vision of man’s need 
and God’s power, and must come through 
the working of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of men. But it reaches right 
down all the way from Heaven to the 
practical things of everyday life and sets 
right whatever is wrong, whether it be 
big or little. There have been many 
evidences of revival throughout the 
country —and how can any Christian 
help but thank God for all true revival? 


Multitudes of Christians are praying that 
it may spread, but if it is to continue, 
many individual Christians will have to 
allow God to work in a new way in their 
own lives. There are certain signs that 
will show whether one is really sincere 
in his desire to see the Church revived, 
and whether he is actually being re- 
vived in his own life. Let him ask him- 
self such questions as these: Is there 
any point, even in the deepest recesses 
of my heart, at which I am resisting 
God? (“If i regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me”—Psa. 66:18.) 
Is there anything in which I am deter- 
mined to have my own way rather than 
His? Am I rebellious because of His 
dealings with me? Am I faithful in my 
daily, personal prayer and Bible study, 
not only to prepare myself for teaching 
and preaching, but primarily for the 
good of my own heart? Am I as earnest, 
eloquent, and long-winded in private as 
in public prayer? Have my wife and 
children good reason to think that my 
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life at home agrees with my public pro- 
fession? Do I become resentful and bit- 
ter under criticism, or do I take it pa- 
tiently? Am I scrupulously careful in 
respect to time and money that belongs 
to others, whether to the government, 
railroads, my employers, my friends, or 
God? Am I unwilling to make right 
anything that I know stands between me 
and another Christian? Am I more con- 
cerned about the failings and shortcom- 
ings of others than I am about my own, 
and more anxious to put them right than 
to get right myself? Unless a man can 
give satisfactory answers to these ques- 
tions—not comparing himself with 
others, but seeing himself in the light 
of God’s standards — the sincerity of his 
desire for revival in the Church may be 
questioned, his prayers won’t have the 
life and fire they should have, and there 
is still ground to be plowed wp in his 
own life and things to be purged that 
he “may bring forth more fruit” (John 
15:2). 


The Anti-Alcohol Congress in Lucerne 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


Te important anti-alcohol con- 
gresses, interrupted by the war, are 
now being held again every two 
years, and one was held last year. The 
old familiar faces are gone— August 
Forel, Dr. Legrain of Paris, Kraepelin of 
Munich, my dear friend Prof. Dr. Laite- 
nen of Helsingfors, and how many more ! 
But their place is being taken by a 
new generation of savants of equal dis- 
tinction, men like Dr. Axel Héjer, head 
of the Swedish Government’s Medical 
Section, Dr. Graf, Prof. Perrin of Nantes, 
Dr. Goldberg of Stockholm. Their sci- 
entific indictment of alcohol is even 
stronger, if that were possible, than that 
of the preceding generation. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“In the day of my trouble I will 
call upon thee: for thou wilt an- 
swer me” (Psa. 86:7). 




















In running through the 400-page re- 
port one finds much that is technical, 
also much of general interest. I have 
translated out a few notes for Times 
readers. 


One of the terrifying discoveries of 
recent alcohol investigation is that, 
through a number of generations, drink- 
ing so fragilizes the nervous systems of 
multitudes of descendants of drinkers 
that they become intolerant to alcohol. 
In other words, taking it in very small 
quantities, as a glass or two of wine, 
releases in them all sorts of criminal 
impulses and evil traits. Dr. H. Bersot 
of the Swiss Federal Commission Against 
Alcohol reported on. this tendency at 
the 1949 International Congress. Against 
Alcoholism at Lucerne, Switzerland. 

This condition is, he tells us, more and 
more common in countries where alco- 
holism has existed for many generations. 
It is as if, in the measure that the habit 
of drink becomes implanted in it, the 
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race gradually loses its physical, nerv- 
ous, mental, and moral potential of re- 
sistance. This state is very widespread. 
More than two-thirds of those coming 
to the anti-alcohol dispensary in Zurich 
are intolerants. They show a great vari- 
ety of deficiency in character, one is 
excitable, another timid, a third restless, 
others querulous. One is of “pasha 
type,” lazy and imperious. There is a 
general ruin of character traceable back 
to this destruction of moral and nervous 
strength through generations of drink- 
ing. 

“It is a product of modern civilization, 
an indication of the weakening of re- 
sistance to alcoholism in our population, 
which has shown itself in at least the 
five or six last generations. It is found 
among the young. In fact, the average 
age of these hypersensitives is far lower 
than that of chronic alcoholics. It is 
associated with mental and nervous 
weaknesses. When an individual's re- 
sistance to alcoholic intoxication dimin- 
ishes, these weaknesses become more and 
more prominent. 

“It is the more serious in that it is 
characterized by lack of self-restraint. 
Drinking becomes an irresistible impulse 
and, at the same time, because of dis- 
eased condition, the drinker is much 
more intolerant to drink. ‘The first 
glass makes him crazy.’ It is for him 
the most dangerous of poisons. Those 
who serve it to him, or entice him to 
drink, are accomplices in the crimes 
that he may commit. They deserve to 
be brought before the courts just as one 
who instigates to theft or other crime.” 

One commonly thinks of drinking as 
an individual action. We are now learn- 
ing that it has mass effects, that vast 
multitudes of the unborn are threatened, 
that whole sections of a nation, as in 
present-day France, can be slowly de- 
stroyed with accompanying suffering and 
moral breakup. One hears much of 
juvenile delinquency and is alarmed at 
it. It is not impossible that much of 
it has its rootage in an alcoholic past. 

One cannot be too indignant against 
brewer and whisky-truster; against the 
press that conceals the truth; against the 
politicians who sell the nation down 
river, this terrible alcohol river; against 
the Roman Catholic Church which is 
politically and financially in cahoots with 
the drink traffic; against the Episcopal 
clergy, who defend it; and, not least of 
all, against the Yale scientists who min- 
imize the dangers that unbiased science 
shows to be so immense. 


A director of schools in Vienna, Max- 
imilian Schwarz, reported in the Lucerne 
Congress on school instruction about 
alcohol. It appears to have reached a 
high level in Austria, thanks to the 
activity of the Austrian Society of Ab- 
stinent Schoolteachers. One cannot but 
think that back of this organization must 
have been, in an é@arlier day, the great 
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scientists and prohibitionists of the Med- 
ical Faculty of the University of Vienna, 
Professors Weichselbaum and Kassovitz. 

World War II interrupted this move- 
ment, but at the present time Mr. 
Schwarz is able to report that education 
in this subject is again progressing satis- 
factorily, thanks to the organized Aus- 
trian abstinent teachers. They started 
from scratch. “Times were hard, there 
was little to eat and often no light.” 
Now they are influencing school manuals 
and, programs, giving lectures to normal 
schools and organizing courses. Since 
1947 their publication, Alcohol-Free 
Youth Education, has been again issued. 

Now comes something interesting ! 

After long interruption, the School 
Week for the Anti-alcohol Education of 
Youth was observed in October, 1947. In 
each school in Austria, from Lake Con- 
stance to the Hungarian frontier, the 
question of alcohol was treated in a 
manner understandable to school youth. 
Mr. Schwarz proposes that, because of 
the impression it would make, such a 
school week should be organized and 
observed simultaneously in every coun- 
try in the world. 

“It is of highest importance,” he ob- 
serves, “that we should be able to say 
to pupils, ‘You are not the only ones 
being instructed during this week on 
the perils of alcohol and on the immense 
value of the alcohol-free life. There are 
millions of others the world over who 
are considering this subject at this very 
time. Of such importance is this mat- 
ter !’” 


The International Catholic League 
Against Alcoholism held its Congress 
in Lucerne last July at the same time 
that the general Congress was held. 
One of its speakers was Prof. Dr. Graf, 
a specialist of greatest distinction in this 
field who, from the point of view of the 
latest discoveries, spoke on “Present-Day 
Demands of Pastoral Medicine.” Prot- 
estants also had their special session 
addressed by Prof. Dr. Blanke, who de- 





Coming Next Week 


NCE again, in next week’s 

issue, THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times will publish a two-page 
spread and more of reviews of 
some of the latest and best books 
fer church and Sunday school 
workers and for Christian readers 
of all ages. More and more, read- 
ers are learning to depend on the 
Times reviews for guidance in 
selecting books for their own read- 
ing and for friends. 

The second of three informing 
articles on Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
by Donald F. Ackland, will also 
be in next week’s issue of the 
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scribed the dreadful intemperance ip 
Germany at the time of the Reformation, 
The Reformers denounced the evil in 
sharpest terms, but failed to effect any. 
thing since they protested only against 
drunkenness, considering total absti- 
nence to be asceticism. Hence their re. 
forms, such as prohibition of drinking 
healths and tavern reforms in Zurich 
and Geneva, amounted to nothing 
Drunkenness continued until the Thirty 
Years’ War, by completely impoverishing 
the nation, dammed it back for the time 
being. One evangelical group alone, the 
Anabaptists, lived abstinent through the 
centuries, 

These Protestants of the Twenty-third 
International Congress Against Alcohol. 
ism, representing the movement in the 
United States, Scandinavia, France, the 


(Continued on page 113) 








Notes on Open Letters 


American Council Objections 
to Report of Graham Meetings 


The Editor has received letters from 
the Rev. W. O. H. Garman, president of 
the American Council of Christian 
Churches, and the Rev. Stanley P. Allen, 
executive secretary of the American 
Council of Christian Churches of Cali- 
fornia, objecting to certain statements in 
Mr. Cutler B. Whitwell’s articles on the 
Billy Graham campaign in Los Angeles 
which were published in the Trmes De- 
cember 17 and 24. Mr. Garman begins 
in this way: 

An increasing number of our 
A.C.C.C. members are complaining be- 
cause of a recent report carried in 
THe SuNpDAY ScHoot Times which de- 
clared that the N.A.E., the A.C.CC, 
and the Church Federation (Federal 
Council affiliate) had united in the 
Billy Graham revival in Los Angeles. 
Mr. Garman then outlines four objec- 

tions which the American Council mem. 
bers have both to the Trmes report and 
the Graham campaign. Since only the 
first objection has to do specifically with 
the Trmes report, the Editor quotes only 
that one: 

ag no such thing as was re- 
lated in the Times took place. The 
A.C.C.C. did not co-operate with the 
N.A.E. and a Federal Council affiliate. 
Mr. Allen sent with his letter a rather 

long statement from the American Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches of California. 
It refers to the statements in the Times, 
and contains the following paragraphs, 
which are those most pertinent to the 
point in question: 
_ The American Council organization 
in the Los Angeles area desires to 
clear away the false impression gained 
by many, and therefore now states 
that there has been no co-operation 
between the American Council and 
the Church Federation of Los Angeles, 
Such a thing would be counter to the 


(Continued on page 126) 
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|. The False Teaching of “Jehovah's Witnesses’ Examined 


The Church of Christ attacked 





town, and the local folk are busily 

engaged in their week-end shop- 
ping. Outside the corner drugstore two 
young people, a man and a woman, are 
offering magazines for sale. They have 
taken their stand at the same spot for 
a number of Saturdays, and those who 
have spoken to them describe them as 
“fne people .. . very much in earnest 
_,, interested in the Bible and in proph- 
ecy ... not a bit argumentative, but 
just keen to sell their books.” 

Who are these people? They are to 
be found not only in Middletown, but 
also in most other communities through- 
out the country, employing various 
means to promote the sale of their liter- 
ature, which ranges from pamphlets and 
magazines to cloth-bound volumes run- 
ning to several hundreds of pages. 

The common source of these publica- 
tions is indicated by the imprint — 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., 
International Bible Students Association, 
Brooklyn 1, N. Y. The title is disarm- 
ing: it has an evangelical ring about it, 
which is one reason, perhaps, why so 
many people are inveigled into purchase, 
and place these volumes on their shelves 
along with other religious reading mat- 
ter, unaware of the blatant heresy which 
they are harboring under such innocent 
guise. 

The Father of Russellism 


Back in 1879, Charles Taze Russell 
published the first issue of the Watch- 
tower, a magazine in which he advanced 
the amazing theory that the Lord Jesus 
Christ had returned to earth secretly 
five years before, and would fully estab- 
lish His Kingdom in the year 1914. His 
ideas were borrowed from William Mil- 
ler, who, in 1844, proclaimed the immi- 
nent return of Christ, and led a company 
of misguided men and women into ex- 
cesses that brought discredit upon his 
movement, which disintegrated when 
Miller’s prophecy failed of fulfillment. 

1 worked over the data employed 
by Miller, and developed a system of 
teaching that attracted a number of ad- 
herents, but made little real progress 
until three years after his death, when 
“Judge” Rutherford, a lawyer, further 
elaborated Russell's ideas, and publicized 
the slogan, “Millions now living will 
hever die.” F 

Under Rutherford’s administration the 
Watchtower . movement made rapid 
strides, and in 1931, at a conference held 
in Columbus; Ohio, officially adopted the 
Mainly 
by use of the printing press, the teach- 
ings of the sect were propagated 
throughout the world — a fact that bears 


[' IS Saturday afternoon in Middle- 


Mr. Ackland has made a careful 
study of some of the most important 
and recent literature issued by the 
so-called “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” He 
exposes some of their principal fal- 
lacies in no uncertain terms, in the 
light of the Bible, in three articles 
written especially for The Sunday 
School Times. Mr. Ackland’s articles 
are clear and concise, for he is a 
trained writer. He was for several 
years assistant editor of The Chris- 
tian, London; served as editorial sec- 
retary of the London City Mission 
for twenty years; was London editor 
of the Stirling Tract Enterprise 
(Scotland); and is the author of 
more than half a dozen books. He 
was connected for some time with 
the LeTourneau Foundation and has 
written a biography of Mr. R. G. 
LeTourneau called, “Moving Heaven 
and Earth.” He is now engaged in 
editorial work with the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Mr. Ackland’s 
second article on “The Person of 
Christ Degraded,” will appear next 
week. 








testimony to the initiative and enthu- 
siasm of its followers. In fact, however 
strongly we may condemn the distor- 
tions of Scripture truth for which the 
Witnesses are responsible, we must ac- 
knowledge that they set an example to 
Bible-believing Christians by their zeal- 
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ous dissemination of their doctrines. 
“Judge” Rutherford now has a succes- 
sor in Mr. Nathan H. Knorr, who is less 
prominent in the movement than his 
predecessor, but under whose direction 
the output of literature continues. Re- 
cent publications bearing the Watch- 
tower imprint are: “The Truth Shall 
Make You Free,” “The Kingdom Is at 
Hand,” and “Let God Be True.” To a 
considerable extent these books dupli- 
cate one another, even as they perpet- 
uate the contents of earlier volumes from 
the same source, with such titles as 
“The Harp of God,” “Deliverance,” 
“Reconciliation,” “Life,” and others. 


Scattering the Seeds of Error 


Readers of the more recent literature 
issued by Jehovah’s Witnesses will 
notice at once a strong opposition to 
and denunciation of the Church of Rome. 
This is. particularly noticeable in “Let 
God Be True,” which was first printed 
in 1946, in an edition that is stated to 
run to 5,500,000 copies. A _ superficial 
reading of the book might suggest that 
here is a strong Protestant counterblast 
to the arrogant claims of the Papacy, 
and many people have been deceived in 
this way. Yet this is far from being 
the truth. Jehovah's Witnesses are anti- 
Roman, but they have no place in his- 
toric Protestantism; indeed, their veno- 
mous attacks are no less directed against 
the Protestant denominations than they 
are against the Roman Church. 

It is interesting to compare the earlier 
writings of Rutherford with contempo- 
rary pronouncements of the Witnesses, 
and to see how a bitter animosity toward 
the Christian Church as a whole is a 
consistent characteristic of this litera- 
ture. In his book, “Jehovah,” Ruther‘ord 
deals with the plague of frogs (Exod. 
8:5, 6); and having discovered the 
“Watchtower” organization prefigured in 
Moses’ rod, proceeds: “Frogs are ‘marsh 
leapers’ and inhabit shallow waters or 
marshes. They give the appearance of 
great wisdom and importance and make 
a loud and discordant noise, and these 
particularly represent the agitators 
among the common people who suggest 
divers and numerous remedies for the 
salvation of the world; for example, the 
socialists, bolsheviks, communists, Chris- 
tian Scientists, and the various elements 
of organized religion. Frogs are un- 
clean, and coming out of the waters of 
Egypt, that is, the world, show that 
whatever they represent is from Satan’s 
organization.” 

Note the company in which Ruther- 
ford places “the various elements of 
organized religion”! His successors may 
be less vituperative in their references 
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to the Christian churches, but the fol- 
lowing sample from “Let God Be True” 
demonstrates that their attitude is un- 
changed. Commenting upon Jehovah's 
detestation of idols, this book reads: 
“Image-worship is nothing else than de- 
monism; and continuing in such prac- 
tice results in a trap to those following 
that course. . . . The claim of all re- 
ligious organizations ‘is that worship of 
God must be through one or the other 
of the multitudinous religious organiza- 
tions, with their big and little clergy 
systems as ‘representatives’ of God. 
These also are images, works of men’s 
hands, and due for destruction with all 
other forms of image-worship.” 

The mantle of Rutherford seems to 
have fallen upon the writer of “The 
Kingdom Is at Hand,” however, who, de- 
scribing various orders of spirtt demons, 
comes to a lower order which (he de- 
clares) “keep in touch with religious 
\& humankind by means of spirit mediums, 
astrologers, magicians, and other re- 
ligious racketeers, and spread their ‘doc- 
trines of demons’ by means of religious 
clergymen. The religious clergy are the 
direct visible link between mankind and 
the invisible demons.” 

By fantastic interpretations of the 
Word of God, as offensive as they are 
ridiculous, Jehovah’s Witnesses seek to 
discredit men who as preachers and pas- 
tors are dedicated to the cause of the 
Gospel. What but a perverted mind 
could find, for example, an allusion to 
“the clergy of Christendom” in our 
Lord’s parable of Dives and Lazarus? 
Yet this is what we read in “Let God 
Be True” (p. 79): “The rich man repre- 
sents the ultraselfish class of the clergy 
of ‘Christendom,’ who are now alienated 
from God and dead to His favor and 
tormented by the truth proclaimed.” 

From the above quotations it will be 
seen that Jehovah’s Witnesses indulge 
in the grossest misrepresentations‘of the 
principles and teaching of the Christian 
churches. Slanderous statements recur 
throughout the pages of all these pub- 
lications, concerning which it may at 
least be supposed that the majority are 
so cbhviously false as to be rejected by 
every fair-minded person. Yet it is 
necessary to realize that in these days 
of apostasy any stick is good enough in 
some people’s hands to beat the church 
and its ministers, and that these tra- 
ducers of the Christian commonwealth 
are, wittingly or unwittingly, serving the 
ends of atheistic Communism. 

As might be expected, this deep ani- 
mosity toward historic Christianity is 
linked with exclusive claims for Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses themselves as the sole 
vehicle of divine truth to this présent 
age. Here is their modest statement: 
“Although Jehovah God has had His 
witnesses on earth for about sixty cen- 
turies, only in modern times did they 
draw together for organized world-wide 
work. In 1872 (A.D.), in America, at 
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Allegheny near Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, Charles Taze Russell began a 
Bible class. . . . Within a few years 
thereafter similar groups of students 
were organized throughout the United 
States.. In due time such Bible-study 
classes were established in other coun- 
tries. By following the course of study 
outlined by the headquarters in the 
United States those classes were unified 
and the students became of one mind, 
throughout the world, on what Almighty 
God through His Word teaches” (“Let 
God Be True,” p. 211). 

What words can one borrow to com- 
ment upon such arrogance? There is 
no place here for Calvin or Luther, 
Trench or Alford, Denney or Orr, War- 
field or C.H.M.; no recognition of Knox 
or Wesley, Moody or Torrey, Spurgeon 
or Livingstone; no salute to the Anabap- 
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tists or Waldensians, the Covenanters o; 
Huguenots, the Puritans or the Pilgrims 
Nineteen centuries had to pass before 
God’s truth became co-ordinated, eff. 
cient, and enterprising in Jehovah’s Wit. 
nesses who, as God’s “faithful and wise 
servant,” constitute “the agency which 
the Lord uses to distribute or dispense 
His truth” (“Let God Be True,” p. 189), 


Comment is unnecessary. Such ep. 
mity against the Church of Christ ang 
its ministers, such spiritual pride ang 
exclusiveness, such misrepresentation 
and false assumption stand _ self-cop. 
demned. Jehovah’s Witnesses are foes 
of the faith. Their self-proclaimed tas; 
is to undermine the authority and testi. 
mony of the churches. Let those who 
love the Lord and His truth stand their 
guard! 

(To be continued) 


Il. Gospel Sunlight Amid Romish Candlelight 


Visiting national assemblies of those who are now “‘light in the Lord” 


T WAS indeed gratifying to be able 
to visit some of the congregations and 
to speak at meetings called for our bene- 
fit. Of particular interest was the meet- 
ing held in the church at Yobain. Here 
is a fine congregation of about sixty, 
with a splendid stone church building 
and a nicely developed piece of ground 
all walled in. Ten years ago an Insti- 
tute was held here and much trouble 
resulted. The people of the town were 
incensed with this “new religion” which 
was being presented to them, and it was 
necessary to change the living quarters of 
Mr. and Mrs. Legters under cover of dark- 
ness, and finally for them to leave the vil- 
lage in the same manner for fear of an 
attempt on their lives. But now a thriv- 
ing church has been established, with 
a constant witness to the realities of the 
Gospel going forth day by day. I spoke 
to the meeting, picturesque in itself. The 
women, all dressed in sparkling white, 
colorfully embroidered dresses, with 
their heads and shoulders covered with 
shawls, sat on one side of the church: 
and the men, many of them dressed in 
white cotton suits, which is the custom- 
ary dress suit of the Mayan Indians, on 
the other side. They sang lustily, and 
when called upon to pray did so with 
fervor and fluency. I could not under- 
stand their language, which sometimes 
was Spanish and at other times Mayan, 
but was greatly impressed with their sin- 
cerity and reverence. After I had fin- 
ished, Elva took charge of the ladies 
and made arrangements for their part 
in the annual meeting of Presbytery to 
be held at Yobain in January. 
Most impressive was my meeting with 
the congregation at Izamal. This is 
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looked after by Eleuterio Naal, who als 
has his home there. He it was, friends of 
the work will recall, who was beaten and 
left for dead in the roadway some time 
back because of his witness to our Lom 
and Saviour Jesus Christ; but, like his 
famous predecessor Paul, he lived to 
carry on heroically and with renewed 
zeal to declare the wonders of the grace 
of God. The town of Izamal is prob- 
ably the center of Mary. worship in 
Latin American countries. Here is the 
statue of the Virgin of Izamal, which 
was brought up from Guatemala in 15%. 
The cathedral that houses it is built 
upon ‘one of three great mounds con- 
nected with a legend of the city. It is 
said that years ago a very kind and 
good man by the name of Tzamna lived 
here. When he died his body was cut 
into three divisions: the head, the arms 
and legs, and the trunk. Each division 
was taken to different places near by 
and buried with great mounds erected 
over them. The cathedral was built on 
the mound containing his heart and the 
other two mounds rise to about 150 feet 
and can be seen from any section of the 
city. The city grew up around these 
mounds, and now numbers about 10,000 
Izamal only recently defeated Mexico 
City for prominence in the visit of the 
emissary from the Vatican in prepara- 
tion for the festivities of the Roman 
Catholic “Holy Year” of 1950. It was to 
Izamal that the emissary came and there 
he stayed. No doubt the Pope will issue 
a bull proclaiming the deification of 
Mary during this year as an essential 
dogma of Roman Catholic belief. 

In Mexico’s capital is the shrine of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe. But in Izamal 
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a great celebration took place which has 
renewed the religious fervor of the pop- 
ulace. The cathedral is in the process 
of repair; and, passing through its vari- 
ous corridors and colorful gardens, we 
mounted a circular stair leading to the 
chamber behind the altar, and there was 
the statue of the Virgin of Izamal, stand- 
ing on a revolving pedestal. It is swung 
around to face the worshipers at the 
time of Mass. Over her were printed 
in large gilt letters the first verse of 
Revelation 12, “And there appeared a 
great* wonder in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon un- 
der her feet, and upon her head a crown 
of twelve stars.” Sure enough, there was 
the image standing on the moon and 
adorned with a crown of twelve stars. 
This symbol of Israel was used by the 
Roman Catholic Church to justify their 
imagery, just as so much other Scrip- 
ture is twisted to fit their convenience, 
a fact that has been pointed out so fre- 
quently in THe SuNpay ScHoot Times by 
its various writers. (The Tres will be 
publishing during the second quarter of 
this year a series of articles by Dr. 
Stephen E. Slocum exposing this gigantic 
system of error.) 

I was so glad to have the opportunity 
of staying at the Legters’ home in 
Xocenpich, about eighty miles from 
Merida. They have a very colorful spot 
in this remote Indian village six miles 
in from the main highway over rocky 
roads, which only a jeep, a horse, or a 
burro could navigate. There are no mod- 
ern conveniences here, to be sure, and 
from my point of view some are needed. 
The home is comfortable and spacious, 
however, with gardens of varied tropical 
flowers, shrubs, and fruits. Also located 
in Xocenpich is the Southeastern Bible 
Institute. . Many of the workers sup- 
ported by the Pioneer Mission Agency 
are graduates of this school, and from 
its student body should come a constant 
supply of recruits. Brainerd told me 
he could find strategic places for at least 
ten additional workers if the funds were 
available to support them. About $350 
a year is necessary for the support of 
each worker. Already there are fifteen 
such workers in the Yucatan Peninsula 
who are receiving their support through 
the Pioneer Mission Agency, and two 
additional workers who are supported 
by the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A, 

The Southeastern Bible Institute is 
also supported by the Presbyterians 
(U.S.A.), as are Mr. and Mrs. Ted R. Fin- 
ley and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Passler. It 
was a genuine pleasure to have fellow- 
ship with them and to be taken through 
the school premises by Mr. Finley. I 
spoke to the student body one morning 
and was blessed richly through the ex- 
perience. I knew I was speaking to 


about sixteen men who, after their three- 
year course of Bible training, would be 
subjected to persecution and affliction 
because of their witness. Scholarships 
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for students run to about $150 a year, 
and there is always someone ready to 
come into the school when funds are 
made available. The Finleys and Pass- 
lers know and love the Lord, and are 
carrying on here at Xocenpich in a way 
that would bring joy to the hearts of 
any of the Lord’s own. They need the 
prayers of Christians. Mr. Finley is 
recovering from his seventh attack of 
malaria, but is engrossed in his labors, 
and is spending his life in service. Mr. 
Passler was not present, but I had spent 
several hours with him in Mexico City, 
where he very graciously showed me 
around. 

Of course, to be in Yucatan and not 
run out to the beach on the Gulf of 
Mexico to see the site of the summer 
camp would have been an oversight. 
Brainerd, Elva, and I left very early one 
morning in the jeep along a fair road 
and over a part of the country that I 
had not seen. About fifty miles away 
from Merida is the little primitive vil- 
lage of Santa Clara, hidden away in the 
coconut growing and salt mining area. 
We had passed through many little vil- 
lages, all with their run-down Catholic 
church in the town plaza. A pleasant, 
large, single-room house close to the 
beach is the place of camp. It is not 
adequate to accommodate all who come 
here during August, and there is no 
kitchen. So campers must get meals in 
one or more of the native homes in the 
village, and some sleeping accommoda- 
tions must be secured. The house has 
only a floor of loose dirt, which is most 
inconvenient and should be improved. 
This job could be done for $50, and as I 
alked to Mr. and Mrs. Legters about their 
needs forthe work, the campcame into the 
picture. Another building is just across 
a little road and could be obtained for 
another $300. With the addition of a 
kitchen for another $100, the camp facil- 
ities could be improved immensely and 
add much to the effectiveness of the 
work done there. While speaking of 
needs, a bathroom Should be installed in 
the home at Xocenpich and could be 
done for about $200. Six victrolas are 
also needed to replace as many that are 
wearing out. These cost $25 each. With 
another $100 to purchase a lantern, with 
an all-purpose lamp, the work in Yuca- 
tan would be greatly facilitated. Of course, 
Mr. and Mrs. Legters always reminded me 
that the first and foremost need was for 
more workers, but these needs, few 
enough to be sure, are vitally important. 

I was glad to be able to have a nice 
visit with Dr. A. W. Wolfe, the executive 
secretary of the Mexican Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. He is 
a splendid Christian and has a very im- 
portant post as director of the Colegio 
Americano, also known as the Turner 
Hodge School in Merida. He and Mrs. 
Wolfe had been in the congregation in 
the Church of the Divine Saviour on the 
occasion of my preaching. Each day Dr. 
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Wolfe teaches all of the ninety boarding 
students the Word of God and is happy 
in this privilege. He was most enthusi- 
astic in commendation of the manner in 
which the Pioneer Mission Agency had 
supported the work among the Indians 
through the years. 

Limited space prevents the telling of 
many other interesting details: It was 
a real joy to have had this opportunity, 
and to find Brainerd and Elva Legters 
carrying out so splendidly the vision of 
his father, the late L. L. Legters. The 
Pioneer Mission Agency rejoices in the 
privilege that is theirs of having a part 
in the support of the work in Yucatan. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


The Anti-Alcohol Congress 


in Lucerne 
(Continued from second page) 


Low Countries, Switzerland, India, Great 
Britain, and its Dominions, addressed a 
message to the Ecumenical Conference 
in Amsterdam, meeting in the following 
month. It ran as follows: 

“1, Since World War II, alcoholism 
has become one of the most important 
factors in the crisis of public morality 
in a large number of countries. It'is 
sustained by a powerful coalition of in- 
terests and can be overcome only by 
the concerted efforts of all who have 
social progress at heart. 

“2. The churches and their members 
cannot remain insensible to the new 
growth of intemperate habits, which 
spare neither the youth nor women. The 
Gospel of Christ makes it incumbent on 
believers to battle for the triumph of 
the sober life and to work with. the 
weapons of faith for the rescue of the 
victims of intemperance. 

“3. The Ecumenical Council, to be or- 
ganized in Amsterdam, is well qualified 
to sustain, co-ordinate, and stimulate the 
efforts of Christians engaged in the war 
on drink. We desire to see, among other 
things: 

a. The different churches and their 
authorities reminded of the pressing 
urgency of the battle against drink. 

b. The development, on a _ world 
plane, of an exchange of information 
which would give more effectiveness 
to the work. 

c. The study of problems of a gen- 
eral character, especially those con- 
fronting the missionary churches which 
are due to the importation of drink 
on a massive scale into remote terri- 
tories. 

“The Congressists gathered at Lucerne 
beg the Ecumenical Council earnestly to 
recognize the pressing need and to as- 
sure a new impulse to action against 
alcohol on the part of Christians.” 

They asked for bread. Did they get 
even a stone from the Council, wrapped 
in polite phrase? 
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and his righteousness” (Matt. 6: 

33). “The Kingdom,” is the 
kerygma, the announcement of the good 
news of broken sin-chains and of natu- 
ralization into the deathless Kingdom of 
His dear Son. “His righteousness” ex- 
presses itself in the earthly good works 
of charity and justice, of righteous 
movements and undertakings. It is 
“Thy kingdom come” through preaching 
of the good news!; “Thy will be done” 
in reform and poor relief and just 
earthly conditions. The echo in Paul is, 
“Multiply your [Gospel] seed sown, and 
increase the fruits of your righteousness” 
— your earthly walk in charitable deed 
and righteous law (2 Cor. 9:10). 

“Ye are the light of the world,” said 
our Lord (Matt. 5:14). How? By 
preaching the Gospel. But He also said, 
“Ye are the salt of the earth” (Matt. 5: 
13). Ye have an antiseptic ministry of 
works as well as a ministry of faith and 
teaching, and woe be to you if you neg- 
lect it. You are thenceforth good for 
nothing but to be cast out of fellowship 
and trodden underfoot even of men of 
the world. 

The Kingdom with its preaching is in- 
deed the far greater thing. It includes 
“Thy will be done on earth,” but extends 
far beyond earth into eternity. Ye are 
the salt of our planet (ges), but the light 
of the universe (the kosmos). 


Revival in Greece.—Mr. Yphantis, who 
has just returned from visiting every 
corner of Greece, reports great response 
to the preaching of the Gospel. “In a 
Macedonian town, I spoke four times in 
one day to a crowded auditorium, with 
at least 1,200 present each time. I 
climbed hills and went into mountain 
districts, and found everywhere truly 
born-again Christians. In one place I 
spoke for more than four hours, and 
eager eyes were riveted on me, oblivious 
to all else, lest they lose a single word. 
What impressed me more than anything 
else is the genuineness of the change 
that has come into the lives of so many 
persons. 


é¢ G'= ye first the kingdom of God, 


1“Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14). 

“Preaching the kingdom of God, and teach- 
ing those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 28:31). 

Se the narrative begins and ends with 
pteaching the Kingdom of God. The phrase 
is used also various times in the time between 
(Luke 9:43; 9:60; 16:16; 8:1; 9:2, 11; Acts 20: 
25; 8:12). 

The Kingdom of God comes when the soul 
is converted to Christ, not, of course, in its 
completeness, but in its beginnings. John 
phrases it differently, ‘He that believeth hath 
life,” not, of course, fully; that will come 
only after the resurrection.—E. G. 


“One of the most remarkable points 
is the fact that so many well-educated, 
first caliber men are turning to Christ. 
At Athens, it was difficult to find an 
auditorium big enough to accommodate 
the people who wanted to attend. Ata 
meeting in the Free Evangelical Church, 
every available inch of space was 
crowded; balconies were full; people 
were waiting all the way up the four 
flights of stairs. Of the six hundred peo- 
ple present, between forty and fifty were 
high government officials. They fairly 
begged us to continue these meetings 
for a month or more. We thank God 
for this glorious visitation of the heroic 
people of Greece, who have been tried 
so severely for many years.” 

The Province of Savoy in France calls 
up the name of St. Francis de Sales, 
whose religious reflections are still read 
in some circles, but whom others re- 
member as the intolerant person who 
drove out Protestants from the Chablais 
region, making a large area that had 
accepted the Reformation solidly Cath- 
olic again. One also recalls the case 
of mass possession of the people of 
Morzine in the Haute-Savoie, in 1857, 
as recounted in Hippolyte Blanc’s “Le 
Merveilleux dans le Jansenisme” (p. 280 
seq.), a commentary indeed on the New 
Testament words, “My name is Legion.” 

In this benighted region, the Thonon 
Evangelistic Mission is working. The 
president of the mission is the Rev. W. 
Graham Scroggie, well known to Ameri- 
can Christians. It is a needy field and 
a hard one to cultivate. A deep super- 
stition holds the people in bondage. This 
is symbolized by the village church, the 
powerful local priest, and the frequency 
of saints’ days. Poverty is general. It 
is in Job’s words, “A land of darkness, 
... where the light is as darkness” (Job 
10: 22). 

Mr. and Mrs. Orr have been on the 
field for nineteen years, living in the 
dark village of Sallenches. They and 
their helpers travel up and down the 
valleys, visiting and preaching. At Cha- 
monix, Miss Wood and Miss Forrester 
have spent many years among the peo- 
ple who live on tourist traffic, reporting 
much blessing from tract distribution 
and personal work. It is one-by-one 
work. M. and Mme. Grimaldi gather 
some fifteen to twenty believers for 
weekly worship and Bible study on the 
third floor of an old house—a New 
Testament picture—the church that is 
in the house at Rome. So it goes, little 
candles in the “naughty world” of Ro- 
man clericalism and skepticism. 


Mr. De Shazer, whe was bombardier 
in the Doolittle raid on Tokyo, with 
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which the attack on Japan opened, js 
now evangelizing Tokyo. In seven days 
he addressed 8,500 people in churches, 
halls, and colleges, and 1,300 publicly 
confessed Christ for the first time. He 
told his audiences of the hatred he felt 
toward the Japanese when in a Japanese 
prison, and how his heart was changed 
by Bible reading. 

Four million copies of Scripture have 
already been supplied Japan by the 
American Bible Society. The Japanese 
Bible Society is developing a system of 
colportage. The work has been divided 
into “counties,” and is under the lead. 
ership of a co-leader, who, in turn, se. 
cures volunteer helpers. Visits are made 
from house to house and to all schools, 

Bible classes are being held, after 
hours, in banks, municipal offices, and 
other business organizations. Some 
classes are led by pastors, who meet two 
and three times a week with these 
groups. 


Dr. Visser *t Hooft (the name means 
“Dr. Head Fisherman”) is general sec- 
retary of the World Council of Churches, 
He describes the Council as a ship, natu- 
rally enough, being a Protestant head- 
fisherman as. the successor of Peter, 
whom Catholics look to as their head, 
His deseription of his vessel is not re- 
assuring (italics ours): 

“This ship is on its maiden voyage. 
We do not know how seaworthy the craft 
is, whether it will hold the cargo of 
hope that has been put into it by Chris- 
tians all over the world. It may be too 
heavily burdened. 

“The ship is headed for an unknown 
destination. We know that the ship must 
move. Guided by the winds of God, the 
ship is moving. But we do not know 
just what this new relationship will 
mean. .., 


“The ship has an inexperienced crew. 
For it is true of all of us what a great 
theologian said at-Amsterdam, ‘We are 
ecumenical babies.’ Our hearts and 
minds are not large enough to embrace 
the whole of Christ’s work on earth. 
The guidance of the World Council rests 
with a ninety-man Central Committee 
coming from almost as many countries. 
So far this crew has barely come to 
know each other, let alone work to 
gether. 

“The members of-the crew speak dif- 
ferent languages. .. . We do not yet 
agree on the meaning of the Church, or 
of the Lord’s Supper. It is almost as if 
our crew couldn’t agree on which is the 
bow and which the stern. And we be 
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Lesson for February 26 


gin this perilous experiment in the midst 
of one of the worst storms in history.” 

Who would wish to sail in such an 
ark? 


The plan of the leaders of the World 
Council of Churches is to incorporate 
the missions of South America and Asia 
into it. This is the meaning of the con- 
ferences held in Buenos Aires and Bang- 
kok in 1949. And this explains the edi- 
torial violence of the Christian Century 
against the Rev. Carl McIntire and others 
of the International Council for having 
awakened evangelical Christians on the 
mission field to the dangerousness of this 
centralizing plot. The National Church 
Councils in China, India, Japan, South 
America, and elsewhere are to be made 
fingers of the World Council hand. This 
hand would control the personnel of the 
mission field, or attempt to do so; which 
is evident from what is already tran- 
spiring. 

There are signs that men are begin- 
ning to be fed up with the operations of 
these church politicians. An American 
Council of Christian Laymen has been 
formed in Madison, Wis. (122 W. Wash- 
ington Ave.), to recapture control of 
the churches. It is nation-wide in its 
constitution, encourages laymen of the 
various denominations to form groups 
in their several churches, or interdenom- 
inational local groups, and to organize 
denominationally on regional, state, and 
nation-wide lines. It plans to utilize 
both religious and secular press, 

Mr. Verne Kaub, the executive of this 
new organization, is a Congregationalist 
and former public relations man of the 
Wisconsin Power and Light Company. 
He urges laymen to insist that their 
church stop supporting the Federal 
Council of Churches. “Don’t let it give 
one dollar-to the Council.” (To make 
this action effective, laymen should 
cease contributing to church support 
altogether until the tie with the Federal 
Council is cut.) 

A document, “How Red Is the Federal 
Council of Churches,” published by the 
American Council of Christian Laymen, 
at the above address, gives the record 
and connections with Communist fronts 
of fifty of these “church leaders.” It 
fortifies the words of J. Edgar Hoover: 
‘I confess to a real apprehension so long 
as Communists are able to secure min- 
isters of the Gospel to promote their 
evil work.” Certainly these “church 
leaders” are great joiners. It is possible 


‘that some of them are not fully aware 


of what they have joined. But if they 
are, they should be demoted from church 
leadership. This document costs twenty- 
five cents, five copies for one dollar, and 
Special quantity prices are made for 
church groups. Its mass distribution 
would well prepare the way for a gen- 
eral revolt in the churches against the 
plague of present church machines and 
the Federal hub into which they are set. 
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A missionary wrote recently to the 
American Bible Society: 

“The loveliest thing happened in Siam. 
A young Buddhist priest, during the 
war, was handed a scrap from one of 
the Gospels. He read it and was con- 
vinced of its truth, so he set out at once 
to find those who knew more. After 
some months he found a village with 
Christians and stayed with them for 
Bible study. 

“About two months ago, I went to his 
village, where he had gathered over a 
hundred people for instruction. He had 
gone through Mark and John, and eight 
persons were ready for baptism. They 
had remade the road so that we could 
drive into the village. Two came fifty 
miles for baptism and communion.” 


Free from Rome’s Yoke.—The First 
Baptist Church of San Francisco was 
much run down when Dr. Julianel came 
to it, twelve years ago. It is at present 
one of the great churches of the denomi- 
nation with 5,387 members received dur- 
ing this period —1,858 by baptism. Its 
missionary gifts, in 1936, amounted to 
$1,100; in 1947, $51,500. Now it has 
established the San Francisco Baptist 
College (with 132 students) for training 
ministers. 

Dr. Julianel was brought up a Roman 
Catholic, but was converted to Christ 
under the preaching of Dr. John Snape. 
We may add that Dr. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse of the great Tenth Presbyte- 
rian Church, Philadelphia, which was 
also built up out of almost nothing, was 
of a Catholic mother. 

An Episcopalian church of 110 Span- 
ish-speaking Catholics was lately organ- 
ized in Brooklyn by the Rev. José Vaga, 
former priest of Rome. This is the sec- 
ond large group of Spanish-speaking 
Roman Catholics in Brooklyn to find 
anchorage in the Episcopalian Church 
in eighteen months. 


Dr. Bartlett, of the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society, says this of the pres- 
ent spiritual temperament of his church: 

“The Church of England, especially in 
the ranks of her evangelical clergy, has 
imbibed a new theology which doubts 
and disputes the accuracy of the Bibli- 
cal representation of God and of man. So 
that the man in the street, ceasing to 
take his Bible at its face value, no longer 
knows whence he came, whose he is, 
and whither he is going; no longer re- 
joices in Bible promises, fears its threats, 
or keeps its commandments; no longer 
is convicted of sin or the need of a Sav- 
iour. Gradually but surely, the certainty 
of all things immaterial fades from his 
consciousness. This theological Modern- 
ism has well-nigh ruined the witness 
of the Church of England, emptying her 
churches, which fifty years ago were 
packed morning and evening. It has 
destroyed the restorative English Sun- 
day, known and respected throughout 
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the world, turning God’s Holy Day into 
an enervating holiday. It is the clergy 
who are mainly responsible. How dif- 
ferent are they from the men of the 
last century, as, for example, Archdea- 
con W. F. Taylor of Liverpool, a great 
scholar, who did not hesitate to face 
Bradlaugh in public controversy, and a 
great worker beloved by Liverpool's 
workingmen. After sixty years’ public 
ministry he, in 1906, sat at dinner at 
7.30, and at 11.30 was called to higher 
service. He had spent his last afternoon 
in prayer with his daughter, for the 
world, the Church, his family, and for 
himself. He closed with, ‘Lord, be mer- 
ciful to Thy erring servant, I have so 
often wandered. But I have aways come 
back to the precious blood.’ Here lay 
the secret of the power of the Church 
of Engand in the nineteenth century.” 


Notes of Independeni Missions.—The 
independent mission work of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ is growing faster than 
that of the official organization. In 1928, 
the denominational society had 283 mis- 
sionaries in ten foreign fields; the Inde- 
pendents,: 22 missionaries in six fields. 
Today the number of official mission- 
aries has dropped to 230 and that of the 
Conservative Independents risen to 174 
in fifteen fields. About a million a year 
is raised for the independent work. 


The Princess Wilhelmina of Holland 
sent forth last Whitsuntide a strong 
statement of her Christian faith which 
read in part: 

“Too long has the world been blind 
and failed to understand that no ideol- 
ogy, no material aspiration, can serve as 
basis for the fundamental change which 
alone delivers from the terrible bond- 
age of despair. 

“All the useless baggage which I drag 
along with me on my life journey, which © 
has nothing in common with the knowl- 
edge of Christ, constitutes a wall be- 
tween Him and me and cuts off all real 
contact with Him. My decision is taken ! 
I will break with all, and follow Him! 

“Christ and true faith in Him carry 
the solution of all the problems which 
divide men and races, for Christ can 
provide for all, 

“Inexhaustible is the patience of Him 
who said, ‘Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock.’ To open that door is the 
great decision for our lives. The im- 
mediate consequence is, ‘I in you, and 
thou in me.’ The fruit is a feeling of 
being rooted in Him, of being a member 
of His invisible church, the flock of the 
Good Shepherd.” 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
has now five missionary training insti- 
tutes with 1,200 young people enrolled, 
the youngest institute being the Mullen 
Bible Training School at Uree, N. C., 
for the training of colored men and 
women. This is in its second year, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 26. PLANTING A CHURCH IN A PAGAN CITY 
(TEMPERANCE LESSON) 
Acts 15:36 to 18:22; 1 Cor. 5:9 to 6:20; 2 Cor. 6:11 to 7:1; printed text, Acts 18:1, 8-11; 2 Cor. 6:14 to 7:1 
Golden Text.—Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.—1 Cor. 6:20 


Kinc James VERSION 

Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and 
came to Corinth; 

8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on 
the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized. 

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be 
not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 

10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee: for I have much people in this city. 

11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the 
word of God among them. 

2 Cor. 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unright- 
eousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part 


16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I wil] 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and: 
they shall be my people. 

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, 

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Chap. 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








hath he that believeth with an infidel? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
UL’S mission to Corinth seemed 
P« first to be a very hard and diffi- 
cult one. But as time went on, the 
Gospel won its way into the hearts of 
many in that great, pagan city, and a 
very strong church was founded there. 
The Gospel was demonstrated once more 
to be the dynamic of God unto salvation 
to all who believed it (Rom. 1:16, 17). 
Corinth was noted for its utter disre- 
gard of all ordinary moral standards. 
So infamous had it become because of 
its prevalent licentiousness that it had 
become customary elsewhere to say of 
one who was guilty of the vilest of im- 
moralities that he Corinthianized. We 
get some idea of its moral corruption 
as we read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. But 
out of this filthy cesspool God saved 
a large number of people, who were 
enabled through grace to demonstrate 
the power of the Gospel to change great 
sinners into great saints. These men 
and women of heavenly birth became a 
testimony to the name of the Lord Jesus 
in the midst of that seething mass of 
godlessness and iniquity. Saved them- 
selves, they were called upon to walk 
apart from the world of their day — 
a separated people, faithful to Christ 
and refusing to have any fellowship 
with those who still participated in the 
vile customs of the unregenerate. 

Even so is the church today responsible 
to manifest an attitude of separation 
from the spirit of the times, and by 
cleaving closely to the Lord to be purged 
from all impurity and unholiness of life 
and thought. 


The Historical Setting 
Corinth, the capital of Achaia, was 


situated on a canal that joined two seas 
together, thus making it a great trade 
center, where goods from all nations 
could be unloaded conveniently. Its 
luxury and corruption became prover- 
bial. It might have seemed to be the 
last place where the Gospel would win 
its way, but God honored His Word 
and saved “much people,” who became 
an outstanding witness to the power of 
His truth to change men’s lives com- 
pletely. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 18:1—*“Paul . . . came to Cor- 
inth.” After a rather disappointing ex- 
perience in Athens, Paul went over to 
Corinth, where he labored for a year 
and a half. It was many months be- 
fore he began to see much fruit. 

Verse 8.—“Crispus, the chief ruler of 
the synagogue, ... all his house; and 
many of the Corinthians, hearing, be- 
lieved, .. . and were baptized.” Both 
Jews and Gentiles responded to the mes- 
sage of grace. They heard the Word, 
believed the Gospel, and gave the out- 
ward confession of their new-found faith 
by submitting to Christian baptism. 

Verses 9, 10—“Be not afraid ...I 
have much people in this city.” The 
Lord encouraged His servant by declar- 
ing that He was with him, to sustain 
and use him, in order that many more 
might be saved whom He foresaw as 
among those who would believe in due 
time. 

Verse 11.—“He continued there a year 
and six months.” During this time he 
preached the Gospel to the Christless, 
and instructed the new converts in the 
ways of the Lord. 

2 Cor. 6:14—“Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers.” Chris- 
tians always make a grave mistake when 
they attempt to go along in fellowship 


with the unsaved. They soon realize 
that two cannot walk together except 
they be agreed. There is no affinity 
between light and darkness, or between 
the children of God and the children of 
the Devil. 

Verse 15.—“What concord hath Christ 
with Belial?” Belial, meaning worth- 
lessness, is a synonym for Satan, our 
great Adversary. How can the followers 
of Christ and Belial serve under the 
same banner? 


Verse 16.—“What agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols?” Believers 
in Christ are called upon to make a 
clean cut from all the idolatrous systems 
of the world. The saved constitute the 
temple of God, which should never be 
defiled by idolatrous practices, 


Verse 17.—“Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate.” The 
separation is from the world, not from 
fellow Christians who may not see eye 
to eye with others in all things. But if 
the professing church becomes so con- 
taminated with the spirit of the world 
that it is wholly defiled, then, neces- 
sarily, the call to separation includes 
even a command to refuse to have fel- 
lowship with that which so gravely dis- 
honors the name of the Lord. 


Verse 18.—“I will be a Father unto 
you.” God is the Father of all who be- 
lieve in His Son; but He cannot be a 
Father unto us except as we walk in 
obedience to His holy Word. If we 
refuse to heed the call to separation 
from the world and its follies, His atti- 
tude toward us is, necessarily, one of 
reserve. 

Chap. 7:1.—“Let us cleanse ourselves 
... perfecting holiness.” Judicially, it 
is only God Himself who can cleanse 
the guilty soul by the precious blood of 
Christ (1 John 1:7). But in a practical 
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Lesson for February 26 


sense, each believer is responsible to 
cleanse himself, by judging and confess- 
ing every known sin and thus increas- 
ing daily in holiness of life. Only as 
we thus walk before God can we be 
assured of fellowship with Him, the in- 
finitely holy One. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

A Christian church in a heathen land 
js a heavenly colony planted in the midst 
of paganism. It is there to be a light 
in the prevailing darkness and to be- 
come a city of refuge, in which souls 
who have been saved by Christ Jesus 
may find a spiritual home and a_ place 
of refreshment and edification. There- 
fore it should be kept free from all that 
would hinder its testimony or mar the 
communion which the Father delights 
to have with His obedient children: The 
church is called to separation from the 
world and separation to Christ. 


Lesson Outline 

1. Opening up a new work (Acts 18:1) 

2. The beginning of a new church (vs. 
8, 9) 

3. Divine encouragement (vs. 10, 11) 

4, The call to separation (2 Cor. 6: 11-17) 

§. Blessing dependent on obedience (v. 

18) 
6. Admonition to holy living (chap. 7:1) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Unequal Yoke. This covers any 
affiliation with the world that involves 
joint participation—such as_ business 
partnerships, marriage, and _ intimate 
social relationships. Of old God com- 
manded Israel not to plow with an ox 
and an ass yoked together (Deut. 22: 
10}. The ox was a clean beast and could 
be offered in-sacrifice to Jehovah. The 
ass was unclean. These were not to be 
put under the same yoke. The apostle 
evidently had- this passage in mind when 
admonishing the Corinthians to beware 
of an unequal yoke. 


Summaries and Applications 

Concerning the unequal yoke in mar- 
tiage, an old Puritan once wrote, “If a 
child of God marries a child of the 
Devil, he can expect to have trouble 
with his father-in-law.” 

Many a Christian’s testimony for 
Christ has been ruined because of fail- 
ure to obey the Word of God in regard 
to a life of separation from the world. 

Even the unsaved expect Christians 
to have a higher standard than their 
own, and they look with contempt upon 
those who profess to be saved and yet 
live on the same level as those who are 
stil] strangers to the grace of God. 


Winona Lake, IND. 
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Love for our neighbors should make 
us enemies of the liquor traffic. Love 
works no ill to his neiahbor (Rom... 13: 
10) —Robert C. McQuilkin, in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. February 19.—The Fight for Chris- 
tian Freedom. Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2 
Next Week's Lesson 


10. March 5.—Ephesus, a Center of 
Christian Influence. 
Acts 19:1 to 20:16; Ephesians 4:17-32 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT was the moral condition of 
Corinth when Paul went to it? 

2. What great resolve did Paul make 
on his way to Corinth? 

3. Where else besides Corinth do we 
find Aquila and Priscilla? 

4. On how many occasions did Paul 
tell the Jews he was turning to the 
Gentiles? 

5. Where else did Paul transfer his 
labors from the synagogue to another 
building? 

6. Where do we learn that Paul needed 
the encouragement of verses 9 and 10? 

7. What are the basic exhortations of 
the Corinthian portion? 

8. By what means does Paul enforce 
these exhortations? 

9. What is the apostle’s argument 
against alliance with unbelievers? 

10. What relations with God figure in 
the promises of this passage? 


(Answers on page 124) 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Hedvenly Father, we rejoice and praise 
Thee for the power of the Gospel to 
change men’s lives, for we owe so much 
to its purifying, liberating, and ennobling 
influence. Amid life in a sinful world 
may we ever remember that a Christian 
must be different, and that by Thy power 
he can be different. Keep us from fol- 
lowing the world’s patterns of conduct. 
Help us to make Thy Word our stand- 
ard, and may we ever hide it in our 
hearts that we may not sin against Thee. 
Bless Christian teachers and preachers 
in their work in every land. Arouse 
and revive Thy church, convict sinners 
of their guilt, and bring them to trust 
the Saviour. Where Thy children are 
tried and in pain or distress, be present 
with Thine aid, and may all who are 
victims of sin’s power, and all who suf- 
fer see their need of Thee and turn to 
Thee. Guide the leaders of the nations, 
the administrators of justice, the teachers 
of the young, and all in responsible 
office that they may do Thy will. For- 
give our sins, Lord, and give us each a 
blessing from Thy Word today, for our 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—David is a young 
seaman who used to drink heavily, but 
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was converted recently and at once stop- 
ped using liquor. When an acquaint- 
ance met him a little later, he was much 
surprised that David should refuse to 
take a drink, and asked why. Dave ex- 
plained that Christ had come in and 
liquor had gone out of his life. 

When Paul finished his work in Cor- 
inth he left behind him people like that 
converted sailor, people very different 
from what they had been. Corinth had 
a name for wickedness. Many of Paul’s 
converts had joined in the sins common 
to life in Corinth, but as Christians they 
knew they must be different, and that they 





CHRIST 
REOUIRES 
ENABLSS YOU 10 BE [DIFFERENT 


could be different. Once they lived in 
sin with the excuse that everybody did 
it. “Come out from the ‘everybody,’” 
Paul insisted, “be ye separate, .. . and 
touch not the unclean thing.” And then, 
lest it should seem too hard to be pure 
in Corinth, Paul gives them God’s prom- 
ise, “I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you.” Those who dare to 
come out from the world’s evil ways 
have God Himself to hold them true and 
see them through. Christians must be 
different: and by God’s presence and 
power Christians can bé different. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M., Olson 


“Paul departed from Athens, and 
came to Corinth” (Acts 18:1).—Athens 
was a place of culture, while Corinth 
was a scene of corruption. Athens was 
filled with idolatry, while Corinth was 
full of immorality. Corinth was the 
political capital of Southern Greece, and 
the residence of the Roman proconsul. 
It was a Greek city under Roman gov- 
ernment. It was a great commercial 
center. In it there was a strange mix- 
ture of wealth and poverty. Corinth 
was called “the Vanity Fair” of the Ro- 
man Empire, at once the London and the 
Paris of the first century after Christ. 

After the Apostle Paul mentioned such 
characters as fornicators, idolaters, adul- 
terers, effeminate, abusers of themselves 
with mankind, thieves, covetous, drunk- 
ards, revilers, and extortioners, he says, 
“And such were some of you” (1 Cor. 
6:9-11). Imagine the feelings of that 
holy man of God, as he realized he was 
carrying the Gospel of Christ for the 
first time to such characters! Writing 
to these Corinthians about his first visit 
to them he says, “I was with you in 
weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling” (1 Cor. 2:3). 

“And Crispus ... and many of the 
Corinthians . . . believed” (v. 8).—Paul’s 
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method was to go to the synagogue first, 
then to the Gentiles. He continued rea- 
soning in the synagogue at Corinth until 
the Jews “opposed themselves, and blas- 
phemed,” then he used the house of 
Justus, which was next door to the syn- 
agogue. He had the joy of seeing Cris- 
pus, the ruler of the synagogue, believe 
in the Lord with all his house. What 
a surprise this must have been to the 
Jews! 

“What a wonderful change has come 
in the attitude of the Jew toward the 
Lord Jesus! One can hardly believe it 
when one remembers their former con- 
tempt and hatred,” says Joseph Lewek 
in the Alliance Weekly. “And this has 
taken place within a very few years, 
gradually and almost imperceptibly. 
Now, instead of as formerly, when a 
Jew heard the name of Jesus, he would 
spit and pronounce the curse, ‘May His 
name and memory be blotted out,’ he 
may be heard to speak of our Lord Jesus 
very respectfully. Jesus is admired of 
many of them; He is called by many 
of them the greatest teacher, the great- 
est prophet Israel ever had. Rabbis use 
His words as texts for their sermons, 
and the New Testament, formerly a for- 
bidden book, is eagerly read by them. 
It is even used as a textbook in some 
of their seminaries and teachers’ insti- 
tutes.” ° 

In addition to Crispus and his family 
“many of the Corinthians hearing be- 
lieved, and were baptized.” What a stir 
that would cause in that corrupt city! 
I have been in a small place where the 
salvation of one man shook the place to 
its very center — doubtless, the sight of 
many Corinthians being saved and bap- 
tized shook the wicked city of Corinth 
to its depths. 

“Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not 
thy peace” (v. 9).—Not all persons re- 
joice over the salvation of sinners. 
Satan stirs up some unsaved relatives or 
friends of a new convert to utter threats 
against the messenger. (See Acts 16: 
16-24.) What preacher used of the Lord 
to the conversion of sinners in a wicked 
place hasn't received threats to “get out 
or else”? 

What a comfort it is in such. an hour 
to hear the Lord through His Word say, 
“Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not 
thy peace.” Paul heard it in a vision; 
but present-day evangelists and mission- 
aries hear it through the Word. The 
expression “Fear not” occurs scores and 
scores of times in the Scriptures, and the 
Holy Spirit knows just which one to 
bring to the mind of the threatened 
worker. 

I like what Leonard R. Jenkins says 
about Elijah’s flight into the wilderness 
(1 Kings 19:1-4). “A great man may 
be afraid,” he says, “indeed he may run 
as for ‘his life and still be useful. One of 
God’s prophets could defy danger and 
mock an army of his enemies. Then, 
the next day, the same man fled with 
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the speed of a frightened animal at the 
sound — no, at the echo—of a woman’s 
voice. Suddenly the hero of yesterday 
trusted no one, looked to no one, doubted 
everybody, forgot God, and put his faith 
in quantity alone, that is distance. 

“The angry queen spoke, someone 
echoed her threat, and the great Elijah 
‘arose . . . and went,’ trailing clouds 
of doubt and cowardice across the land. 
If your own brother had run that fast 
and far even to save his life, you would 
have been ashamed of him. 

“But Ged is not like you and me in 
this matter. We scold and taunt our 
brothers when they are afraid; God 
stooped down and fed His prophet. We 
tease and lecture our children when they 
cry out in panic or tremble with dread. 
God wrapped the jagged nerves and 
quivering body of His servant. the 
prophet, in a blanket of sleep. Later, 
He touched him awake, and again fed 
him. And when he was rested, God sent 
him forward to anoint two kings and 
a young prophet; for God’s ways are 
not as our ways, nor His thoughts like 
ours.” 

“Cleanse ourselves of all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit...” (2 Cor. 7:1).— 





(2COR. 6:14.) 





“Beye not unequally YOKED 
tobether with unbelievers.” 








February 11, 1950 


There are sins of the body and the mind, 
This being a temperance lesson we will 
say that one of the most glaring and 
disgusting forms of filthiness is drunk- 
enness. 

The South Bend Tribune quotes Mr. 
Webb’s reason for discontinuing the sale 
of liquor in his mammoth drugstore in 
St. Petersburg, Fla. (The liquor depart- 
ment of this store had been selling two 
million dollars’ worth of liquor a year.) 
“I began mentally,” said Mr. Webb, “to 
follow those bottles, and realized the 
trouble those bottles could cause and did 
cause.” Then, to preserve his self-re- 
spect, he gave up the liquor business. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the sports we 

boys used to enjoy when I was a kid 
was wrestling. If, when we went down, 
both wrestlers hit the ground at the 
same time it was called a “dog-fall.” It 
was a disappointment not to fall on top, 
but there was consolation in the fact 
that I was not on the bottom. Paul is 
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telling us in our lesson today that there 
is no such thing as a dog-fall when one 
wrestles with the Gospel message. He 
says that to one it is a “savour of death 
unto death; and to the other a savour 
of life unto life” (2 Cor. 2:16. Death 
and life are more completely different 
and opposite than are black and white; 
more different than the polar regions 
and the sun-baked sands of the Sahara 
Desert. And when you add eternity to 
death and life, the difference is beyond 
imagination. Yet these two extremes 
can come so very close to each other in 
the moment of decision. 

Near the little town of Cumberland 
Gap there is a small granite shaft, about 
three feet high. It marks the spot where 
three states touch each other — Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Virginia. The 
eight-inch stone is too blunt; the finest 
point of a cambric needle would not be 
small enough to push between the boun- 
daries where they meet. In Texarkana, 
Arkansas-Texas, the post office straddles 
the border line between the two states. 
You buy a stamp at the Arkansas win- 
dow, step a few feet to the left and mail 
your letter in the Texas drop. In Bris- 
tol, Virginia-Tennessee, Main Street 
runs along the state line. If you are 
driving eastward in the middle of the 
street, you are in Virginia, while your 
companion sitting beside you is in Ten- 
nessee. So near, and yet in one sense 
so far. 

Two people may be sitting together in 
a meeting where the preacher is explain- 
ing and offering salvation in the name 
of Jesus Christ; the response of one can 
mean assurance of eternal life, while the 
unbelief and refusal of the one touching 
his elbow may mean “on the way to 
hell forever!” There is no middle 
ground; there is ne dog-fall; you either 
win or lose. 

These twin possibilities in greater or 
lesser degree exist in all phases of life. 
Day by day we are making personal 
history which will bear fruit in the days 
to come — the years to come.. Some days 
bring surprises, maybe pleasant, maybe 
distressing; some days disappointments, 
or maybe here comes along an unex- 
pected (possibly undeserved) piece of 
good fortune. All days have tests in 
Some measure—maybe a very severe 


test. Our reactions to these, our de- 


cisions, our actions, “savour of death 
unto death,” or of “life unto life.” We 
are never the same afterward as we 
were before, and the direction is defi- 
nitely one way or the other. There is 
ho standing still. If we drift, it can 
only be downstream. 

Fellows, it is a good thing at any time 
to pause for a check up. How does your 
life now compare with this time a year 
ago? — a month ago? If you have not 
made progress you will know it, and the 
course is downward; that is “death unto 
death.” But if you have steadfastly 
taken God at His Word and have ac- 
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cepted Jesus Christ as your Saviour and 
companion, the Holy Spirit as your 
teacher and guide, you are on the up- 
ward trail. You may have slipped and 
fallen here and there, but in His strength 
you have gotten up again and are strug- 
gling on.” Your lodestar is before you, 
and that is “life unto life.” 


Fontana Dan, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


CuHrIsTIANS Must Be DIFFERENT 

EGIN with flannelgraph review of 
chapters 1 to 15 of Acts. 

One day I was talking to another 
Christian schoolteacher about the les- 
son we had last Sunday. I told her that 
Acts 15 and the Book of Galatians make 
it clear that Christians are not under 
Law, but are saved by faith in Christ 
alone. She had been taught that a Chris- 
tian would lose his salvation if he did 
not keep the whole Law. However, she 
was a real Christian and was willing to 
learn the truth. After studying the 
Scriptures, she saw that the Bible really 
does teach that our salvation depends 
on Christ alone, and not on ourselves, 
I told her that is what makes me so 
happy. I am just as certain of getting 
to Heaven as if I were there already. 
I could not possibly say that if my sal- 
vation depended partly on myself, for I 
fail sometimes, but Jesus never fails, 
She said to me: “I believe it is true 
that Christians are not under the Law 
but under grace. Don’t you think, 
though, there is danger of a Christian 
saying, ‘Well, since I am saved by Christ 
alone, I can act just as if I were un- 
saved and still be sure of getting to 
Heaven’?” I looked at her and said: 
“Well, you believe that now. Are you 
going out to do all the bad things you 
can think of?” I shall never forget her 
look of horror as she answered, “Of 
course not!” “Why,” I asked. “Why, 
because I love the Lord Jesus,” she an- 
swered. And that is the whole secret, 
girls. 

Suppose your mother put her arms 
around you and said, “Nothing you ever 
do could turn me against you, because 
I love you so.” What would be your 
reaction? Would you immediately do 
everything you could to grieve her? 
Certainly not. You would feel more 
anxious to please her than ever. It 
was our sins that caused the suffering 
and death of our Saviour. We cannot 
help but love Him because of His great 
love for us, shown by all He was will- 
ing to suffer for our sakes, and by all 
the kindness He has shown to us ever 
since. If you find anyone who claims 
that he is saved, and yet does not care 
how he acts, you have every reason to 
doubt his salvation. 


Our lesson today is called “Christians 
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Must Be Different.” As we hear the re- 
ports on the places where Paul stopped 
on his second missionary journey, watch 
for ways in which the Christians are 
different from those who are lost. On 
this second journey, Silas is Paul’s com- 
panion instead of Barnabas. Paul in- 
tended to travel once again in Asia 
Minor as he did on his first journey. 
Phyllis will tell us why his plans 
changed (Acts 16:6-12). And so the Gos- 
pel came to Europe. 

The first European convert was in the 
city of Philippi. Donna will tell us 
what happened at Philippi (Acts 16: 13- 
40). How was the jailer different after 
he was saved? (He had beaten them, 
now he washes their stripes and offers 
them food. He is baptized, and rejoices 
in the Lord.) In what ways were Paul 
and Silas different from unsaved men? 
(Unsaved prisoners often curse and 
swear. Paul and Silas prayed and sang 


praises. They showed kindness to their 
cruel. jailer, by not running away, and 
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calling out to stop him from committing 
suicide.) After the magistrates had beg- 
ged Paul and Silas to leave Philippi, 
they went to Thessalonica. 

Mary will tell us what happened at 
Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9). The way 
Paul went on faithfully preaching when 
he received no salary for it, nothing 
but persecution, certainly marks him as 
different from the unsaved man who 
usually asks about any job, “What will 
I get out of it?” After Paul and Silas 
were driven from Thessalonica, they 
went.to Berea. Helen will tell us what 
happened there (Acts 17:10-14). 

Paul left Silas with the noble Bereans 
while he went on to Athens. Patricia 
will tell us what happened there. Paul’s 
concern for others is one of the marks 
of a Christian. See in Acts 17:16 that 
“his spirit was stirred in him” when he 
saw that the city wag given to idolatry. 
An unsaved man might have said: “Well, 
that’s none of my business. That’s their 
affair.” : 

Now let us read together what hap- 
pened when Paul went to Corinth (Acts 
18:1-11). What did you notice here that 
shows Paul as different from an un- 
saved man? (His concern for the Jews, 
v. 5. His faithfiiness to his duty, 
whether tent-making or preaching.) 

The rest of our lesson is taken from 
the Second Letter that Paul later wrote 
to the Corinthians. Turn to 2 Corinth- 
ians 6:14-18 and read it verse about. 
Christians are to be separate from the 
ungodly and to keep themselves separate 
from every unclean thing. Several years 
ago I consulted an older Christian about 
these verses. I said,.“I understand that 
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Christians are not to go to worldly 
things, but I do not see how to keep 
separate from ungodly people without 
making them feel that we think we are 
better than they are, and thus being a 
stumblingblock to them.” I shall never 
forget his reply. “You do not have to 
avoid ungodly people. Just keep your 
testimony for the Lord clean and bright, 
and those who hate Him will separate 
themselves from you.” And this is true. 
If we let people know that we love the 
Lord by speaking of our Lord, silently 
giving thanks before eating in a public 
place or in any way that the Lord leads, 
they will not welcome us into their un- 
godly society. Some will be attracted to 
the Lord and come with us, but those 
who will not have our Lord will not 
wish too much of our company. If we 
are really different from the unsaved we 
will have a testimony. But remember 
that the difference between us and un- 
saved people is not to be a “better-than- 
you-are” attitude, but some of the dif- 
ferences we have been noticing this 
morning. (Outstanding kindness and 
concern for others, faithfulness to our 
duty under all circumstances whether 
this is active witness for Christ or 
whether it is just our lessons and house- 
hold tasks.) 

Preparation for next time: Flannel- 
backed strips—‘“Acts 16, 17, 18” and 
“Paul’s Second Missionary Journey.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


A Rabbi Who Was Conquered.—And 
Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue, believed on the Lord with all his 
house (Acts 18:8). Some sixty years 
ago, two Christian missionaries entered 
a town in Poland. No Jew would lis- 
ten to them. At last they sent a chal- 
lenge to the rabbi for a public debate 
on whether Jesus was the Christ. For 
three days the synagogue was crowded, 
and at last the missionaries were cast 
out, spit upon, and beaten, and barely 
escaped with their lives. The rabbi was 
applauded as a splendid monument of 
truth. Next Sabbath he did not conduct 
the worship. Another Sabbath passed 
with a deputy preacher. Then a notice 
was issued that Rabbi Goldringer wished 
to see all the members of the synagogue 
on the third Sabbath. Amid breathless 
silence the rabbi, very pale, arose and 
said: “Brethren, you are all aware of 
the recent controversy. You were good 
enough to acclaim me as victor in that 
debate. As I have to stand before the 
Judge of all the earth, I must tell you, 
let the consequences be what they may, 
that I was conquered; and I am here to 
say, among all those who know me best, 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah of 
whom Moses and the Law _ spake.”— 
—From the Dawn. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Blessed Presumption.—Be not afraid, 
but speak, and hold not thy peace (Acts 
18:9). In one of her letters to a young con- 
vert, Frances Havergal comments thus: 
“Presumption, to speak of Jesus! Is a 
soldier presumptuous to say what a good 
general. he has? Is it presumption for 
a liberated slave to tell of his deliveries 
to his one-time fellow slaves?” She her- 
self would speak for Him anywhere and 
everywhere, and sing for Him in the 
most unlikely. places. At the first big 
gathering she went to in Leamington she 
was asked to sing, and she sang, “Whom 
having not seen ye love.” Everyone was 
greatly astonished, and there was a pro- 
found silence while she was singing, a 
silence not easily broken when she had 
finished. Two Christian girls were in 
her audience, and afterward they told 
her that they did not know music and 
singing could be used in the service of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. After a talk 
with Miss Havergal, they made up their 
minds to put more vigor into their 
wearisome daily practice, and so fit 
themselves for this form of service— 
From “Frances. Ridley Havergal,” by 
Esther_E. Enock. Sent by Mrs. Mary 
Bryson, Hollyburn, B. S., Can. 
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Lesson for February 26 


The Dog God Sent.—For I am with 
thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee: for I have much people in 
this city (Acts 18:10). In a small town, 
a young minister, filled with the Spirit 
of God, was led to take a strong stand 
against evils that had long continued, 
in spite of the fact that there were three 
other churches in that town. The young 
minister was a newcomer, and he was 
told by many of the church people to 
be “more tactful.” From the evildoers 
he received many threatening letters. 
One evening, as he was walking home 
from prayer meeting, and at a “tough” 
corner, some youths came out of a dance 
hall calling bad names at him. The 
owner of the hall stood in the door 
laughing. A large police dog, chained in 
the yard, broke his chain, and leaped 
over the fence. He was the terror of 
the neighborhood. Instead of leaping on 
the minister as the owner thought, the 
dog chased those who were molesting 
him, then turned to the minister and 
offered his paw. So impressed was the 
dog’s master that he presented the dog 
to the minister, who calls him “the dog 
God sent me.”—As told to me. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


God’s Protection Not Limited. —And he 
continued there .. . teaching the word 
of God among them (Acts 18:11). The 
story is told that during the Great 
Plague in London, several centuries ago, 
the stricken people were dying by thou- 
sands, and all roads leading out were 
crowded with fugitives. A Negro was 
helping pack a carriage that stood at a 
door on Craven Street, Strang. His 
master was abandoning his town house 
for his country home. The Negro said 
to another, “Since my lord leaves Lon- 
don for fear of the plague, his God must 
live in the country, I suppose.” This 
was not sarcasm, for he had but re- 
cently come from Africa, where the gods 
are supposed to have local shrines and 
jurisdictions. The nobleman, who over- 
heard the remark, was struck by it. 
“That ignorant fellow has taught me 
something that I had well-nigh forgot- 
ten,” he said to himself. “My God is 
truly everywhere. He can keep me safe 
in town as well as in the country. Lord, 
pardon my mistrust.” He remained in 
London and applied himself to caring 
for some of the stricken ones, many of 
whom were utterly alone and helpless, 
deserted by their relatives and neigh- 
bors. The God that Lord Craven trusted 
preserved him, and. the plague did not 
come nigh his dwelling. —From the AIlli- 
ance Weekly. Sent by Albert’ Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Bound to a Corpse——Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers 
(2 Cor. 6:14). Fourteen years ago I mar- 
tied a man who I hoped was a Christian 
—I wanted to believe he was. We 
seemed so close and so understanding. I 
Married him; and while, from the wreck, 
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I have salvaged my children, there is 
no question of the wreckage. How can 
two walk together except they be 
agreed? ... If Siamese twins were de- 
termined, one to go due east and the 
other due west, it would be an illustra- 
tion of what it really is to be bound 
to a man who is not a Christian. Such 
a one really, when it comes down to 
something he really wants to do, ac- 
knowledges no higher authority than his 
own will. If I quote Scripture to my 
husband, he tells me I am “prostituting” 
the Scriptures to “control” or “run” him, 
and he “won’t be run by a woman.” Oh, 
Mother Ruth, keep up the good work of 
emphasizing unceasingly the folly of 
these unequal unions. It is like being 
bound to a foreigner with no possibility 
of comprehending one’s language; like 
being tied to a leper; like being bound 
to a corpse.—From a letter to Mother 
Ruth, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. Prize 
illustration. 


How Could the Child Know?—And 
what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
(2 Cor. 6:15.) There is a story told by 
Sully the barber. It seems that an 
elderly lady living near Sully goes to 
her church bingo game every time those 
interesting games come off. She also 
goes regularly to church services. The 
other morning, Sully declares, this lady 
was starting off for an early morning 
service when the little girl next door 
called to her, “Where are you going so 
early?” “To church,” the lady replied. 
“Well,” said the child, “I hope you win !” 
—From the Union Signal. Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


When the Cub Grows Up.—And touch 
(2 Cor. 6:17). I 
remember a tale that our mother used 
to tell us. It was of an army officer in 
India who h&d a tiger cub for a pet. 
The cub was an affectionate and playful 
animal, and was much with its master. 
It had grown to size and strength, and 
one day the officer was sitting in his 
library reading. As he read he fell 
asleep. The young tiger, which was ly- 
ing by his chair, began to lick the hand 
of his master, which hung down near 
him. There was a slight abrasion on 
the hand; and as the tiger licked the 
wound he tasted blood, and with the 
blood he became more and more ardent, 
until the officer, awakening, found him- 
self looking into the blazing yellow eyes, 
not of a playful tiger cub, but of a fero- 
cious beast that had tasted his blood 
and now sought his life. Just in time, 
he seized his pistol and shot the tiger. The 
wrong relationship, which today seems 
enly "pleasant and delightful, tomorrow 
may be the tiger thirsting for your blood, 
—From “Macartney’s Illustrations,” by 
Clarence Edward Macartney. Sent by 
Mrs. Thomas McQuillen, Patton, Pa. 


not the unclean thing 





(13) 121 


DOES YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL 


nave “TERMITIS”? 


What are they teaching your 
children in .Sunday. School? 
The deadly “termitis” ‘of un- 
belief may be gnawing away 
at the very foundation of 
their faith—the Bible. Be sure 
your Sunday School literature 
upholds the Bible as God's 
inspired Word. Be sure the 
curriculum includes ‘the 
whole Word of God. 
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Box 421 Boise, Idaho 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Cherch in a Wicked City 
(Acts 18:1-5, 8-11) 
EVIEW stories connected with such 
names as Peter, Stephen, Philip, 
Cornelius, Saul, Barnabas, using the map 
where appropriate. 

Paul and Barnabas decided to go on a 
preaching tour again. Barnabas took his 
nephew and went to Cyprus. (Using the 
same color of crayon as before for Barna- 
bas, draw a second line to Cyprus, a 
series of dashes to distinguish the second 


trip from the first which was a solid. 


line.) Paul took another helper and 
started for Asia Minor. (Using the same 
color of crayon as before for Paul, make 
a series of dashes for the line of his 
second trip. A map of his missionary 
journeys will show his route.) . He found 
a good new helper there, of whom you 
may have heard, Timothy. In a dream, 
Paul was called over to Europe. (Con- 
tinue line to Philippi.) The first to be- 
come a Christian there was a‘ woman, 
Lydia. Because of casting an evil spirit 
out of a fortuneteller, Paul was put in 
prison. But an earthquake opened the 
prison that night, and the scared jailer 
became a Christian. Paul traveled down 
through Greece (continue line through 
Thessalonica and Athens), preaching in 
several ylaces. He was driven out of 
town at one place, and laughed at in 
another. Then he came to Corinth, a 
wicked city. 

Here he found a job making tents. It 
must have been happy for him to live 


and work with Christian people, Aquila - 


and Priscilla — maybe Paul helptd them 
to become Christians. What do you sup- 
pose he did on the Jewish Sabbath days? 
He not only went to church (the syna- 
gogue), but he told the people there 
about Christ. Many of them would 
not believe, though the leader of the 
synagogue did. So Paul left them and 
had his meetings next door in a house. 
It was discouraging. So many hard 
things had happened to Paul. Now this 
wicked place with its sin and many 
criminals! And the Jews, his own peo- 
ple, were turning against him. Was it 
worth while to go on preaching? How 
sweetly the Lord answered that ques- 
tion! At night the Lord spoke: “Be 
not afraid, but speak, .. . for I am with 
thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee: for I have much people in 
this city.” Truly as the Psalm says, 
“The Lord will give strength unto his 
people” (Psa. 29:11, Memory Verse for 
Jan. 1). I am sure each of those three 
promises the Lord made to Paul were 
very precious to him. Paul could go on 
now to say, “The Lord is my h€lper, 
and I will not fear” (Heb. 13:6, Memory 
Verse for Jan. 22). How long Paul 
stayed in Corinth is told in Acts 18:11. 


1950 


Some of the very worst criminals be. 
came Christians. Read 1 Corinthians 6: 
11. How glad Paul was he stayed and 
preached, or they would not have been 
saved from their sins. 

You may love the Lord Jesus. You 
may have received the rich gifts He 
gives, of which we spoke last Sunday. 
But are: you afraid you will be hurt 
or laughed at. if you speak of Him to 
people around? I wonder if the Lord 
would not whisper to you this same 
promise He made to Paul, “Be not afraid 
but speak, ... for I am with thee” (Acts 
18:9, 10, Memory Verse). It would be 
easiest to start right here in Sunday 
school, where no one will laugh at you. 
Who will be the first to tell us what 
the Lord Jesus has done for you? 

Next Sunday I will give each of you 
a sheet of paper like this (show), and 
you can write the story of what hap- 
pened when you talked to someone out- 
side about the Lord this week. We will 
make a little book “The Acts of the 
Juniors.” Be sure you do your part. 


Orono, MAINE. 


Februory II, 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


SE the flannelgraph to make this les- 

son practical. Use a picture of a 
crowd.. Put one little girl down in this 
crowd, or one little boy's figure. Try 
to give the children the picture of a 
great city without any Christians, or 
maybe, just two. We are told that Paul 
lived with Aquila and Priscilla, who 
were Jews, but we are not told that 
they were Christians until Paul preached 
to them. 

Now what would you do if you were 
moved into a city where there was not 
a church or a Sunday school, not a 
preacher or a Christian person? You 
cannot even think what kind of city that 
would be. That was the city of Corinth 
when Paul arrived there. I'll tell you 
what-Paul did. He began to preach the 
Gospel. He went first to the synagogue 
which was the place where the Jews met 
together, but they would not listen to 
him, so he went out to a certain man’s 
house, who. had believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and he began to teach the 
people who came there. He started a 
Bible class, and he kept on teaching and 
more people kept coming, and believing, 
and after awhile there were enough peo- 
ple to have a church, 

This is the way the missionaries do 
when they go into a heathen village. 
They speak in the market place where 
the people come to trade, until somebody 
accepts the Lord, and asks them to come 
to his house, and then they begin to 
teach the people in that house, and 9 
some begin to believe, and a church is 
begun. Over and over this has hap 
pened, in every land. It has such a small 
beginning, but God blesses His Word. It 
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ils be- Bf is God’s Word that has the power to “The Pagan God of Masonry” EVERY DAY CARDS 
ans ¢ bring people to salvation. It is not great “Why | Left Freemasonry” feketat pV b ok aeyent By oon pee ony, a4 


>d and preaching, it is not parties or contests or 
e been dinners that get people saved, it is the 
Gospel that is the power of God unto 


You salvation. Sometimes eloquent preachers . 2 
fts He draw the crowd, sometimes parties or The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
unday. contests or dinners get children and school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
> hurt young people into Sunday school where 
lim to they hear the Gospel. God uses these 
+ Lord things sometimes to attract people, but 

same many more times it is just the Gospel 
afraid that brings them. 

(Acts Do you know what the Gospel is called? 
uld be The sweetest story ever told. And it 
junday surely is that. Then why do we not tell 
it you. B i oftener? Why do we talk so much 

ven without giving the Gospel? 

I like to feel that these lessons are go- 
ing to help Primary children to be per- 
sonal workers, so they can go out and 
e out: bring in other children to Sunday school 
re will and help lead them to the Lord. How 
of the many of you are having a membership 
contest right now? Many over the coun- 
try are trying now to get as many new 
members as they can before Easter Sun- 
day, not just for.new members, but that 
these children may learn how to be 
saved. Even if your school is not hav- 
ing a contest, why not have one in your 
‘ department? I’m certain your teachers 
is lee, will not object if you begin to bring in 
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ch in your clothing, you will be different. 
hap- You will be clean and sweet and modest. 
small And other children will notice and won- 
d. It der what makes you different. They 
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Mom! It's SUPER! 


Meaning the new monthly children’s maga- 
zine: puzzles, things-to-do, stories, cartoons, 
Christ-centered, for tots to teens. 


$2 year, dime brings sample 
Second dime brings sample Parent magazine. 
MY CHUM Box 8S, Highland, Ul. 








MONEY FOR YOU 


up to 50 per cent profit selling cards, 
Bibles, and 100 other Christian items. . 
Also free carrying case. Write for in- 
formation. 
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want to know what makes you different, 
and then you have a chance to speak for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and you can tell 
them they can have this same Jesus for 
their Saviour, and be made a new crea- 
ture, too. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 117) 


1. So vile that the very name Corin- 
thian became a synonym for abandon- 
ment to vice. 

2. See 1 Corinthians 2:2. 

3. In Ephesus (Acts 18:18, 19); 
in Rome (Rom. 16:3). 

4. Three. See Acts 13:46; 18:6; 28:28. 

5. Ephesus. See Acts 19:9. 

6. In 1 Corinthians 2:3. 

7. Avoid compromising alliances (2 
Cor. 6:14); take a clear stand on sep- 
aration (v. 17); resist uncleanness in 
outward behavior and inward state 
(chap. 7:1). 

8. By appeal to the reason, and by the 
promises of God. 

9. Incompatibility. Read the ques- 
tions, and face them before becoming en- 
tangled. 

10. The temple relation— God dwell- 
ing in us (6:16); the family relation, real- 
ized in the life of obedience (6:18). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 26 
2. An Over-All Plan for Working 
Together (1 Cor. 12:12-27) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
AST week, under the topic of “Co- 
operation,” we saw that working to- 

gether is a vital part of the lives of indi- 
vidual Christian believers and of groups 
of believers. We saw also that division 
between true followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ may result from lack of spiritu- 
ality, envy of one another, and compe- 
tition. 

It was also seen that, while there are 
some areas in which even believers and 
unbelievers may co-operate, when defi- 
nite Christian objectives are involved, 
God’s Word is very clear that believers 
can have no co-operation with unbe- 
lievers without weakening or jeopardiz- 
ing their testimony. This week we are 
to think particularly of what God’s Word 
says about the working together of be- 
lievers. . 

% 

That it is believers, and believers only, 

that are in mind in the Scripture por- 
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tion assigned for this week’s prayer 
meeting is seen in the thirteenth verse. 
Paul likens each individual believer tg 
a part of a “body” (v. 12), and he is 
careful to point out how membership 
in that body is attained. It is by the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, which occurs 
when an individual believes on the Lorg 
Jesus Christ and accepts him as Saviour. 
It is infinitely more than answering a 
few questions, or stating one’s intentions 
to support a certain denomination, or 
having one’s name entered upon the 
church’s record. It is an individual and 
personal transaction with Christ Him. 
self whereby any individual becomes a 
part of the “body;’ of Christ, the true 
Church. Association with other Chris- 
tians in an individual church or denom- 
ination has its place in maintaining the 
spiritual health and growth of a be. 
liever, but this must follow, not pre- 
cede, a personal transaction with Christ 
in which and through which the Holy 
Spirit makes the individual one with 
the “body.” 
ye 
A recognition of this oneness with 
Christ and thus with all believers, as 
part of the body of Christ, is important, 
for, as Paul points. out in this particular 
Scripture portion, it will prevent one 
member from thinking of his particular 
work for Christ as more meritorious 
than the work of other believers (vs. 14- 
17). It is God Himself who has ap- 
pointed each member to the particular 
place he has in the whole body (v. 18), 
and it is the Holy Spirit who has given 
to each member of the body the par- 
ticular gift that he exercises or em- 
ploys in Christian service. One believer 
may be endowed with an understanding 
of and an ability to expound the Scrip- 
tures. Another may have a keen mind. 
peculiarly adapted to the translation of 
difficult tongues and languages. Another 
may have a particularly charming per- 
sonality that may be invaluable in win- 
ning others for Christ. Still another 
mav have qualities that make him an 
ideal pastor, and some may have just 
the ordinary qualities of perseverance 
and stick-to-it-iveness that fit him for 
some less spectacular, but none the less 
important, work for Christ, the church, 
or Sunday school, or the mission field. 
use 
Regardless of what may be our place 
in the body or our particular gifts, the 
important thing is to recognize God's 
hand in it all and to rejoice when other 
members of the body are honored and 
are successful, just as truly as when this 
comes to us. Yet how often believers 
show anything but rejoicing in the good 
works or success of other believers. 
ye 
But notice that in this Scripture por- 
tion assigned for our lesson diversity is 
also recognized in the parts of the body. 
All are not hands, or feet, or eyes. Just 
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Lesson for February 26 


so there is found diversity among be- 
jievers. Perhaps until the Lord comes 
there will be Calvinists and Arminian- 
jsts and Baptists, and the like, and there 
will be differences of thought and inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures on nonessen- 
tial points, but there will be basic agree- 
ment on all the fundamental teachings 
of the Word, such as salvation by faith 
in Christ as the unique Son of God, His 
yicarious death, His bodily resurrec- 
tion, the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
and the like. 
ye 


Because of such basic agreement 
among all parts of the body of Christ, 
there can and should be a true and 
wholehearted pulling together between 
all members of the body regardless of 
what may be their particular denomi- 
nation. Paul had to warn the Colossian 
Christians, you will remember, against 
pride and becoming vainly “puffed up” 
through “not holding [fast] the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and 
bands having nourishment ministered, 
and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God” (Col. 2:19). The Head, 
of course, is the Lord Jesus Himself, and 
when we get our eyes away from Him, 
and on ourselves, or on fellow believers, 
then we are in danger of becoming easily 
discouraged or envious, and this imme- 
diately puts an end to, or at least pre- 
sents a great obstacle to the working 
together of believers. 
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ve 


Nuggets for Your 
emperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 

President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 

of the State of New York 

Liquor and Gasoline.—The New York 
Times said editorially that the Traffic 
Safety Committee of the American Auto- 
mobile Association reports an increase 
in the practice of selling liquor at gas 
Stations. It cites estimates to the effect 
that there are now 10,000 vendors of 
gasoline who also dispense liquor. Few 
factors in the traffic hazard problem 
have been proved so conclusively over 
the years as the axiom that alcohol and 
gasoline do not mix. This is a practice 
that should be stopped, and stopped at 
once, With some forty-one million motor 
vehicles on the highway, the additional 
peril of drunkenness or partial drunken- 
hess must not be added to the existing 
hazards of carelessness, poor vision, and 
excessive speed. . 

The A.A.A. will make an early sur- 
vey to determine the exact number of 
outlets for both gasoline and liquor. 
Meanwhile, we concur with the sugges- 
tion that as soon as state legislatures 
£0 into session, bills be introduced mak- 
ing it a felony to sell motor fuel and 
liquor under the same roof or on the 
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same premises. In our churches we can 
arouse interest in this project and cause 
people to realize the great danger from 
this practice. 





Joe Steffy, Army’s fireball left guard, 
was all-American on five 1947 first team 
selections. He also excels in track, box- 
ing, wrestling. He says, in congratulat- 
ing a temperance group: “Here at West = 


Point, where cadets are allowed no alco- 
Living Pictures 


holic beverages, it is very easy for us 
cuTouTs 


to abstain from drinking. But I know 
For the 


that in most other places today liquor is 
BIBLE STORY 


a major temptation, and your organiza- 

tion is performing a task of immeasur- 
The Best Cutout Figures obtainable. 
Sufficient to tell hundreds of - Bible 


able importance to the nation in present- 
ing the truth about alcohol to the coun- 
try’s youth. As an athlete both at the 
Military Academy and at the University ; 
of Tennessee, I have never felt I could stories. 
afford to indulge in the use of alcohol. SCENIC BACKGROUNDS 
I know my attitude is also that of many Painted with vivid artists’ oil colors, 
of the best players I have met on every giving an unusual depth of color anda 
realistic beauty. 
VIS-U-FOLD 
Fabric Flannel Board, folds into com- 
pact roll. Telescoping aluminum tri- 


field of sport.” 
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What Alcohol Is.—Alcohol is a habit- 
forming, irritant, anesthetic, depressant 
drug, useful for many mechanical, phar- 
maceutical, and_ scientific purposes. 
Ethyl alcohol is that found in the ordi- 
nary alcoholic beverages, such as beer, 
wine, and whiskey. Other alcohols, not 
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The Divine Method of Healing 


By Dr. Joseph T. Britan 
A 16-page booklet outlining a concise and unusual study on a 
difficult subject. A supplement to required Bible courses for 


nurses as t by the author as Chaplain of the Presbyterian 
Hospital in Philadelphia. 





The deal Scrip lly with the subject of pain, disease 
and death, and God's method of healing. 
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* Ministers! 
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: A Practical, Timely 
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D brery weeks of intensive study in the prob- 
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‘Timed to suit you ... after the busy Easter 
season .... Classes April 11-28. (You miss only 
two Sundays from your church.) Limited enroll- 
ment assures personal contact with instructors 
—so important to successful advanced study. 
Eight vital subjects are offered: 
Key Books of the Bible. 
The Letters to the Seven Churches of 
Asia. 
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The First Epistle to Timothy. 
_ A Practical Use of the Greek New 
Testament. 
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Expository Preaching. 
-Preaching from the Psalms. 
Open to all men in active Christion work. 
Send for folder and enrollment blank. 
Churches, profit from this postgraduate 
school by sending your pastor. 
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suitable for beverage purposes, are 
methyl, or wood alcohol; propylic; bu- 
tylic; and amylic. 

Ethyl alcohol contains 52.67 parts of 
carbon, 12.90 parts of hydrogen, and 
32.43 parts of oxygen. The alcohol fer- 
ment is peculiarly interesting because it 
exists on the very borderline separat- 
ing the animal and vegetable kingdoms. 
It is sensitive to heat and cold; even 
susceptible to disease, although remark- 
ably tenacious of life. But it multiplies 
by budding. A new cell sprouts from an 
old one, and, by the development of 
granules, liberated by the bursting of the 
mother. cell, becomes the nucleus of still 
other cells.. Its multiplication is espe- 
cially rapid in the presence of sugar. 
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American Council Objections to 
Report of Graham Meetings 
«Continued from second page) 


very thing that brought the Ameri- 
ean. Council into existence. The 
Church Federation is modernist-in- 
cluding and modernist-led, and it fol- 
lows: the: Federal Council line very 
faithfully. 

Furthermore, it should be pointed 
out.that the American Council in Cali- 
fornia does not have to do with 
evangelistic meetings; we are not or- 
ganized for that purpose, but for other 
purposes.” The member churches carry 
on their evangelistic efforts as they 
think best. Some of the churches and 
ministers in the American Council co- 
operated in the Billy Graham cam- 
paign; others did not, feeling that, 
owing to the campaign’s lack of stand 
on the matter of separation from mod- 
ernism, they could not conscientiously 
co-operate. But the American Council 
as such has nothing to do with evange- 
listie ‘meetings, one way or the other. 


We ‘rejoice in and thank God for 
every conversion in any meeting, and 
one would like to be able to co-operate 
with every effort working toward the 
salvation of souls. But that is not 
always possible within the bounds of 
Scripture and wisdom. 


The main point of this statement, 
however, is to make it clear that the 
American Council did not co-operate 
with the Church Federation of Los 
Angeles. 

There were only two sentences in Mr. 
Whitwell’s articles which had anything 
to do with the American Council, and 
they read as follows: “At a meeting 
called to plan for conserving the results 
of the campaign, over 400 pastors re- 
sponded. The National Association of 
Evangelicals, the American Council of 
Christian Churches, and the Church 
Federation were represented.” The Edi- 
tor wrote at once to Mr. Whitwell for 
verification and received two letters 
from him in which he said: 

I was simply giving to you what 
Mr. Clifford Smith! ‘reported in one 
of the Graham meetings to some 15,000 


-.1Chairman of the Christ for Greater Los 
Angeles Committee, which sponsored the cam- 


paign. 
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people.... The attendance of th 
A.C.C.C, was no more official than wa 
their attendance at the meetings jp 
the tent... . Those who attended the 
tent and above-mentioned pastor 
meeting may have been mere ob. 
servers, .. 

I called Clifford Smith this mom. 
ing and read him part of your lette, 
He said, “The statement in the Ting; 
is absolutely accurate... .” By 
stretch of the imagination can it 
said that the S.S.T. declared that the 
N.A.E., the A.C.C.C., and the Church 
Federation united in the Billy Grahan 
revival. Mr. Smith and I cannot ge 
that the Times has a thing to correc 
.¢. . Neither the Church Federation 
nor the A.C.C.C. had any official par 
in the meetings, but they both hag 
representatives present at both 
pastors’ meeting and at the tent meet. 
ings, but in no official capacity. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


February 20 to 26 

Mon.—Acts 16:1-10. Mission to Europe, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A vision ap 
peared to Paul in the night; There stood 
a man of Macedonia, and prayed him 
saying, Come over into Macedonia, anj 
help us.” Thus God by a special provi- 
dence granted to Paul the honor of tak. 
ing the Gospel into Europe. That gra- 
cious act of God made all the blessings 
of salvation available to us in this hemi- 
sphere. Dark and miserable heathens 
were our forebears. But upon them 
light shined. The saving message still 
waits upon redeemed men willing to 
proclaim it where Christ is not known 
Pray that the love of Christ may con- 
strain many to obey Christ’s call to other 
lands. 


Tues.—Acts 16:19-24. 
Beaten and Imprisoned. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They laid many 
stripes upon them . . . cast them in‘ 
prison . , . made their feet fast in the 
stocks.” The Devil has a grudge against 
every obedient Christian. He has a real 
“reception” planned for every one that 
dares to proclaim the Gospel of Christ 
in his domain. God permits the Devil 
to make a fuss, but He never will allow 
him to defeat His devoted servants in 
their work. They may be beaten, but 
they cannot be beat. Pray for all who 
suffer for Christ and His Gospel’s sake. 


Wed.—Acts 16:25-34. A Jailer Converted 

PRAYER SucsEsTIons: “He . . . rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his house.” The 
difficulties and discouragements met 
with by the apostles were all turned into 
blessing. Salvation of the jailer and his 
household was a rich reward for the 
sufferings endured by Paul and Silas 
The Lord sent the powers of darkness 
reeling by demonstrations of grace. The 
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and flee. Pray for more men of grace 
in our pulpits. 


Thurs—Acts 17:1-9. 

Preaching in Thessalonica. 
Prayer Succestions: “These that have 
turned the world upside down .. .” 
Paul found Thessalonica a largely Jew- 
ish city. Into their synagogue, he went 
and preached for three Sabbath days 
and “reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures, opening and alleging, that 
Christ must needs have suffered, and 
tisen again from the dead; and that this 
Jesus” whom he preached was Christ 
their Messiah. Some believed — Jews 
as well as Greeks. But soon the wrath 
of the Devil was let loose by unbeliev- 





o other 













7 ing Jews and the rabble of the city. The 
erted B fruitage to Paul’s testimony is found in 
oiced, two letters to the church of the Thessa- 
"The @ lonians. Pray that God will ‘overrule 





the evils now befalling God’s people in 
China for their good and the prosperity 
of His cause, 


Fri—Acts 17:22-S1. 
Preaching to the Intellectuals. 


Praver Succestions: “Men of Athens.” 
Athenians to whom Paul preached Christ 
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were affected by a superstitious devotion 
which led them to imitate the behavior ct 

of Cain. They loved the praise of men, qh cliqious 
and lived in the lust of the flesh. These Everyday Cards 
were the vices of ancient philosophers f 
and are prevalent in many modern ones. 
The preaching of Paul in Athens is, 
for intellectuals, a pattern message. It 
worked then, and still is the power of 
God unto salvation of all that believe. 
Pray for all whose thinking has led them 
into error. Only God can open their 
eyes. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 6:14 to 7:1, 
Separation From the World. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate.” “Ill- 
matched intercourse” with unbelievers 
is wrong and dangerous. The Word 
directs what shall be the wnion and com- z , ) 
munion of the people of God. We are in 
the world, but not of the world. A We ll Pay You Well 
water spider takes a globule of air down 
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into the element for necessary work, so ing your friends and neighbors with 
let us keep in touch with things above Gottschalk’s Metal Sponges. They need 
while working in the world. Pray for these time and labor saving helps in their 
Christians not separated from the world. tough, everyday cleaning and scouring 
jobs. These fi little sponges are differ- 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 6:12-20. ent, better. They can’t scratch fine finishes 
The Body Is the Temple of God. on wood, metal, or enamel, .. won't splinter 
4 to harm hands. They sell on sight. Share 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your body is the benefits of our generous co-operative 
the temple of the Holy Ghost.” Your plan. Write today 
body is the Lord’s by creation and re- to Metal Sponge 
demption. The hand of God brought it — aa 
into existence, and the blood of God Philadelphia 40. 7 
(in Christ) bought it for Himself. Be 
a walking example of clean Christianity. eeeoeoeeveoed ee 





Be separate. Be “not for hire”! You ’ 
are the Lord’s personal property. Pray GOTTSCHALK a 
for Christians who are losing out spir- METAL SPONGES 

itually because of worldly connections, L call 
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fun DARKNESS 


From darkness of destitution many hundreds of 
Chinese children have been transformed by the 
light of the Gospel and trained during the past 
34 years of our ministry as a faith mission. 








The desperate need continues. You 
may share in this glorious service. 


Write for CHINA HARVESTER 
and other free literature. 


G. A. LUNDMARK, Pres. 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave, Chicago 18, 
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